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Message from Miss Elliott 
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We have had another fun filled and productive 
half term and as we look forward to the  
upcoming holiday it’s a perfect time to relax and 
recharge ready for the final half term this year.  
 
The children have worked incredibly hard this 
term, especially our Year 6 pupils. Their deter-
mination and perseverance in approaching their 
SATs have been commendable, and we are all  
immensely proud of them. It’s important to  
remember that these SATs provide just a  
snapshot of each child's abilities on a particular 
day; they don’t capture or celebrate the unique 
qualities that make each of our children special. 
At English Martyrs’ School, we recognize and 
rejoice in the individual talents and gifts of all 
our students. 
 
This term, we also celebrated the Feast of  
English Martyrs. We believe the English Martyrs 
were the heroes of their time, and our children 
have been inspired to emulate their example - 
both at school and at home.  

 

It was lovely to welcome so many families 
into school as our ‘Family Breakfast’  
returned.  It was a fantastic event and we 
look forward to future breakfasts!  A huge 
thank you must go to the staff for working 
so hard. 
 
Our Year 1 children began our cycle of Stay 
and Pray time where their families joined 
them for reflective liturgies celebrating the 
Feast of Pentecost.  We look forward to 
more Stay and Pray time after half-term. 
 
It was lovely to end our half term together 
listening to the messages from Pope Francis 
and Bishop Stephen celebrating World Chil-
dren’s Day.   
 
We look forward to a very busy last half 
term in school.  Please take time to read the 
future diary dates as there are many  
opportunities for parents to join us in school 
next half term. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful holiday - relax and 
enjoy! 

Miss Elliott  



First Holy Communion 
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Congratulations to all of the children who made their First Holy Communion. 



World Children’s Day 
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Mr Kennedy led an assembly as part of World Children’s Day celebrations.  The 

children heard messages from Bishop Stephen, the Youth Ministry Team and 

Pope Francis who all spoke about the key message that we can all feel small 

sometimes, but that Jesus sees each one of us, and he loves us very much. 



May—The Month of Our Lady 
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As May is the month of Our Lady, a ‘pop up’ travelling rosary prayer box has 

been moving around each class, to help us to learn and enjoy reciting and un-

derstanding the importance of prayer. Each class has been given a mini mission 

to complete as well as focusing on the rosary.  

A special thank you to Matthew in 

Y4 for creating the travelling rosary 

design and to Sumaya for teaching 

the children in Y4 this lovely prayer.   



Pentecost Prayer Stations 
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This week in school we have been celebrating the Feast of Pentecost and the 

children have taken part in interactive prayer stations. The year 6 children have 

created prayerful reflections based on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Children from 

Nursery to Year 6 have taken took part in an immersive prayer experience, re-

flecting on the meaning of Pentecost. We are very proud of our children and 

how they participate very respectfully and show reverence whilst they are 

spending time being still with God. 



Feast of the Ascension 
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Our Year 6 Faith in Action children, prepared and led our celebration of the 
Word for the Feast of the Ascension. Throughout the year, especially during  
Advent and Lent, our Y6 children have also prepared and led whole school  
worship. Thank you to all children who have helped support the prayer life of 
our school.  



Stay and Pray  
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Thank you to all of our parents who took time to come to our Y1 'Stay and Pray' 

on Tuesday. Our year 1 children led a reflection beautifully for Pentecost. It was 

a very prayerful experience for all.   



Feast of English Martyrs’ 
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On Friday 3rd May, the children celebrated the feast of The English Martyrs. They looked 
back on many of the Saints who gave their life for their faith such as Robert Southwell, 
John Boste, Nicholas Owen and Margaret Clitherow. After Key Stage 2 celebrated mass 
with Father John the whole school spent the day with their house groups where they  
enjoyed many different activities in remembrance of the martyrs including poem writing, 
hand art, wild creations and priest whole construction.  Everyone enjoyed the day in the 
sunshine, (especially with the ice lollies!)  



Feast of English Martyrs’ 
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YMT Residential 
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The Year 4 and 5 children who attended the residential at the Emmaus Youth 

Village had a fantastic few days.  They enjoyed scavenger hunts, riddles, crafts, 

beautiful walks as well as spending some valuable time quietly reflecting on the 

important people in their lives who 

help them to feel valued and loved. 



Family Breakfast 
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Thank you to all our families who joined us for Friday Family Breakfast this 
morning. We were blown away by the number of families who supported this 
event.  
 
Our last Friday Family Breakfast was in February 2020, and it was fantastic to be 
able to restart this wonderful event.  
 
Thanks to all the staff for their hard-work! 



Water Safety Workshops 

13 

This half term we were delighted to welcome Tommy from Tyne and Wear Fire 
and Rescue Service into school to discuss the dangers of water and how to keep 
safe.   Tommy held workshops with pupils from Years 1 to 6.   

Tommy was able to explain the important elements of water safety; how to 
swim, float and recognise dangerous situations around water. 



Earth Day 
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The school Geography team led an assembly where they invited children to 

take part in an Easter Upcycling Challenge.  The children were asked to create 

their very own upcycled project. 

Thank you to all those who entered and congratulations to the prize winners! 



New Home Project 
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Year 5 were visited by Helen King researcher and author, alongside illustrator 
Lily Kroese. 
 
They introduced the pupils to ‘New Home’, which is a children’s book written 
and illustrated by asylum seekers living in Newcastle. 
 
Listening to the story allowed the children to think about how the people in the 
story would feel; it helped them reflect on their actions towards people  
experiencing personal hardship. 
 
 The children were so impressed by the moving story and offered their own  
ideas for how they could help to welcome 
refugees to our community. 
  
During the workshop, they decorated a 
fabric square which will be sewn together 
by Lily to create a "belonging" scarf for 
their classes. 



Football 
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Well done to our girls football team who recently competed in the Tony Knox 
football trophy. 

Reminder - Feeding Families 

What is Feeding families?  
Feeding Families is a North East charity who offer  
support to those experiencing food poverty. 
English Martyrs is proud to now be a partner  
organisation to Feeding Families, which enables us access 
Emergency Food boxes and support packages for families in our school.  
It is important that no body ever goes hungry.  We will be keeping emergency food boxes in 
school for families to access.  
  
What's in the boxes? 
  
The boxes have enough food to support up to 2 people for 3 days. Each family will receive the 
number of boxes that reflect the family size. E.g. family of 5 will get three boxes. The boxes 
should be used as short term support.  
  
How can I access the boxes?  
  
Contact the office and ask to speak with Miss. Moran. Alternatively, an email may be sent. Miss 
Moran can support with getting the boxes out/collected.  
  



Attendance 
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Well done to the children in Y6W who had the best attendance this half-term!   

House Points 

Congratulations to the children in St Hilda who won our House Point challenge 
this half term!   

Total Points - 1109 



Online Safety—WHATSAPP 
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Encouraging Healthy Friendships 
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Dates for your diary…. 


